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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Graziano et al. (US Pub 2002/0111698). 

As of claim 1 , Graziano discloses a remote controller which enables a terminal 
device (via remote devices 10; see fig. 1) to control a device (home attendant 31 and 
home devices 40; note Graziano discloses that the functionality of home attendant can 
be incorporated into the home device 40, so each device is communicating with the web 
based host using the network; see paragraph [0048], lines 8-1 1 , so in the Office Action 
below the home device encompass both home attendant 31 and home device 40) 
through a network (via a web-based system for monitoring and controlling home 
devices; see paragraph [0002]), comprising: 

a server (via the web-based host 70) operable to communicate with the terminal device 
(via remote device 10) through the network (via network 50), and generate device 
control data for controlling the device based on a request from the terminal device (via 
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the web-based host device 70 comprising a server 71 which includes a microprocessor 
72 which is capable of executing software 73 stored in memory 74, and database 75 
connected to server 71. Software 73 includes control panel programs76 which include 
multiple applications to receive the signals from the remote device and control the home 
devices through those commands; see paragraph [0057]); and 
a server operable to acquire and store a latest address of the device on the network by 
communicating with the device at predetermined time intervals (via the web-based host 
70 communicating with homes 30 via network 30; see paragraph [0057], lines 4-6), the 
second-server receiving the device control data from the first server, generating first 
transmission data including the device control data, and transmitting the first 
transmission data to the device (via the web based system receiving the commands 
from the remote device and transmitting them to the home attendant 31 (device) (see 
paragraph [0079]; also see fig. 1). 

However Graziano fails to disclose two different servers. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the web-based system of Graziano to use more thaaone server since it has 
been known in the art that omission or addition of an element, which perform the same 
functionality, would be a matter of design choice. 

As of claim 2, Graziano discloses that the server (via web based 70) comprises: 
data storage operable to store control information that is information necessary to 
control an operation of the device (via the database 75 storing the data/information from 
received from the home attendant 31; see paragraph [0038]); 
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display data generator operable to generate display data that allows the terminal device 
to display the control information (Graziano discloses that the web based host 
communicates the monitoring and/or other information related to the home device to the 
remote device via the network where the information is displayed; see paragraph 
[0010], lines 17-20); and 

control data generator operable to generate the device control data in response to a 
request from the terminal device (via web based host (70) comprising control panel 
programs (76) that include different applications so remote device's (10) (terminal 
device) user can enter home configuration information or home device monitoring 
and/or control information; see paragraph [0057], lines 15-20); 
address storage operable to store an address of the device on the network (via the web 
based host storing the unique address of each home device; see paragraph [0068], 
lines 1-7); 

address generator operable to generate an address of the device controlled according 
to the device control data with reference to the stored address (via the web based host 
comprising home control panel files that contains the address of the home devices and 
allow the user to monitor and control home devices; see paragraph [0079]); and 
transmission data generator operable to generate the first transmission data including 
the address of the device and the device control data to the device, and transmit the 
first transmission data to the device, (via the control panel program 76 establish a 
connection with the home devices and transmitting the transmission data (user's 
commands) to the home device (see paragraph [0079]), and 
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the device (home attendant 31 and home devices 40; note Graziano discloses that the 
functionality of home attendant can be incorporated into the home device 40, so each 
device is communicating with the web based host using the network; see paragraph 
[0048], lines 8-1 1 , so in the Office Action, the home device encompass both home 
attendant 31 and home device 40) comprises: 

section operable to extract the device control data from the first transmission data and 
section operable to control the operation of the device based on the extracted data for 
device control (via the home attendant 31 receiving the information from the web based 
host and performing the. function based on that received data; see paragraph [0080]). 

However Graziano fails to disclose two different servers. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the web-based system of Graziano to use more than one server since it has 
been known in the art that omission or addition of an element, which perform the same 
functionality, would be a matter of design choice. 

As of claim 3, Graziano discloses that the device comprises: 
section operable to detect a status of a target to be controlled in the device; and 
section operable to generate second transmission data including status information that 
is information on the detected operating status, and transmit the second transmission 
data to the server (via the home attendant monitoring the device 40 and transmitting the 
status to the web based host through the network; see paragraph [0039]), 
the server comprises: 

section operable to extract the status information from the second transmission data 
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received from tine device (via the web based host receiving the status information from 
the home attendant; see paragraph [0039], lines 6-9); and 
section operable to generate third transmission data including the extracted status 
information, and the server comprises section operable to extract the status information 
from the third transmission data received, and generate the display data using the 
extracted status information (via web based host transmitting the received data to the 
user; see paragraph [0039], lines 7-9) (also see paragraph [0084] and [0085]). 

However Graziano fails to disclose two different servers. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the web-based system of Graziano to use more than one server since it has 
been known in the art that omission or addition of an element, which perfomi the same 
functionality, would be a matter of design choice. 

As of claim 5, Graziano discloses that the device is a thermostat and user wants 
to control the temperature using the remote device (see paragraph [0080]. 

As of claim 6, Graziano discloses all the elements of the claimed invention but 
fails to explicitly disclose three or more servers. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the web- 
based system of Graziano to use more than one server since it has been known in the 
art that omission or addition of an element, which perform the same functionality, would 
be a matter of design choice. 
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As of claim 7, Graziano discloses that the device functions into which a function 
of the first server and a function of the second server are integrated are provided by one 
server (via web based host 70). 

As of claim 8, Graziano discloses that a remote control method for enabling a 
terminal device (via remote devices 10; see fig. 1) to control a device (home attendant 
"31 and home devices 40; note Graziano discloses that the functionality of home 
attendant can be incorporated into the home device 40, so each device is 
communicating with the web based host using the networl^; see paragraph [0048], lines 
8-1 1 , so in the Office Action below the home device encompass both home attendant 
31 and home device 40) through a network (via network 50), the method comprising: 
acquiring and storing a latest address of the device on the network by communicating 
with the device at predetermined time intervals (via web based host storing the unique 
address of each device; note: Graziano also discloses the predetennined time by 
storing the behavioral settings of the device, so the user can choose at what time to 
monitor or control and what time the device should send the status to the temninal 
device; see paragraph [0068]), and 

communicating with the terminal device through the network, generating device control 
data for controlling the device based on a request from the terminal device (via software 
73 including control panel programs76 which include multiple applications to receive 
the signals from the remote device and control the home devices through those 
commands; see paragraph [0057]; see fig. 5);, generating first transmission data 
including the device control data and transmitting the first transmission data to the 
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device (via the web based system receiving the commands from the remote device and 
transmitting them to the home attendant 31 (device) (see paragraph [0079]; also see fig. 

1). 

As of claim 9, it is a method of using the system of claim 2, so it is rejected as 
claim 2 above. 

As of claim 10, it is a method of using the system of claim 3, so it is rejected as 
claim 3 above. 

As of claim 12, it is a method of using the system of claim 5, so it is rejected as 
claim 5 above. 

As of claim 14, Graziano disclose that the device control data is information for 
designating temperature (via remote device 10 using to web host 70 to control the 
temperature inside the home 30; see paragraph [0080]). 

3. Claims 4, 1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being' unpatentable 
over Graziano et al. (US Pub 2002/01 1 1698) as applied to claimi and 8 above, and 
further in view of Nagaoka et al. (US Pub 2002/01 80579). 

As of claim 4, 1 1 and 1 3, Graziano discloses all the elements of the claimed 
invention as mention in claim 1 and 8 above, but fails to explicitly disclose that the 
device is a video recording device and device control data is information about 
programs. 

Nagaoka discloses an electronic device remote control method and electronic 
device management facility in which a user uses the terminal device to send a 
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command to the video recorder at home to record a certain program at a designated 
time (see paragraph [0110], and [0182-0185]). 

From the teaching of Nagaol^a it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
sl^ill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the control system of 
Graziano to control a video recording device as taught by Nagaoka in order to assist the 
user if a user forgets to perform the presetting program recording while at home, the 
user can input programming remotely using the terminal device (see paragraph [0152], 
lines, 1-3). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Davie et al. (US Pub 2003/0233432) discloses a web-based interface for building 
management system. 

Hill et al. (7,092,794) discloses a method and apparatus for connecting to HVAC 
device wherein the device and the terminal talk through the same network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nabil H. Syed whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3028. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00 alt Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery A. Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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